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Better I—AUdlt Control

Over

State Revenues Is Needed

 State Controller Travis Points Out How Thousands of
Dollars Could Be Added to the State's Income by

Supervising Collection of Revenue

The .\‘\uul- \‘nmpl-.ulu-r'é: affice exer feurate and proper books showin
jcondition at sll times,” To fulfil this

cises a complete check over the auaet

of all expenditures, and in the follow-;

ingg article FHugene DM,
Travis points  cut how, thousands of
dollare conld be added to the state's
income vach year from a similar con-
trol over the collection of the mill-
tons of dollars of revenue gathered
annually by over Nye thougand different
state and local offiginls)

One of the most striking develop-
ments in 8tate government during re-
cent yvears is s inereasing cost, This
climbing rate of publie expenditures,
however, does not necessarily indieate
the existence of extravagance, 'Iln.!!
rathor the growth of the state's activi-
ties. During the last few years many
new  functiond” andevely Lhose per-
formed by the loealitics, hpve been
takeh over by the Fiate, and this in-
creaze i3 thus, to a considerable de-

Comptraller

gree, die to & legitimate increase in the |

state’s business.
These

however, huave necessitated the
"m‘]n.':g of npew sources of revenue,
wngd purticularly a more stringent chetk
upon  the collection of thar derived
‘tom exiSting sources. smf it 1% here
that great responsibility most be laid
upen the colleeting amthorities, In
other words, the present s¥ehaic and
wiossly wasteful method tof allowin
approximately 5,000 @iffarent stite an
loerl divisions and agencies of gova
urnment to collectl over iHU.ﬂDU,I}ﬂfi.each
veay of  rewv unquestionably lias
raesulted in gonsaderable loss in these
funds. d

Duty to Audit Revenues

Lnder the provisions of the $tate
inetee law it Cis manifestiv as much
the duty of the Controller to sudit the
of the state as well as the
r Tlhiz must be particu-
whet it s realized that
vooften: shown that
- omueh more Tre-
t of revenues than
the statt’s money.
the puditing of rev-
a anuch morve compli-
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cated procedure,

Mhe milliong ol dollars of revenue, on
the ather hand, are derived froma great
variety of szources and under & most
distressing

complexity of laws fre-
Morsover, the con-
f new departments has
s that even the
il must Lo con-
 paga with the

Althoush
amatic audit

L+ ¥

ha Wi it ug a stheme

N\ L 1 ALin
wonerease nolitical patronage.
My publie eofficials who collect
these revenues are neither business
ar accountants,  This condition
pserd particularviy in the work

municipnl accounts bureau of
thie State Controller's office, which s
i eharge of the guditing of the
Jinanees of approximately 1,600 muni-
cipalities thioughout the state. While
the wotk of such exeminations has dis-
closed numerous cases of shortagos and

defrulentions, ¥ is only just to point |

out that mest af these have boetn the
regilt of carelesandsy and ignorance of

the proper laws and of sccounting
‘methods, rather than from deliberate
dishonesty.

Sources of Revenue

The State Controller's office collects
pevenue from direct taxes and some of
thie 2t-called “indirect" or special ones.
A large amount, howsver, 18 received
hy other state and local
These moneys, however, in many in-
stunces arg divided betw
partments  and  locallties
their distribution the laws

vury greot-
\ intimation is intended
that these are not faithfully admin-
istered, the experience of many publie
anid private corporations which have
alrendy adopted soms systemm of audit
control, demonstrates that substantial
resulta have been obtained from the
use of this systematic check for out-
weighing any additional cost.

Owing to the great diversity and ter-

Iv. While noe

vitorial extent of the field of revenue,[

it would net he feasible here to attempt
to give more thon a peneral outline of
i system pracltical for the entire state,
This uniform classification of vevenues
mist b built up pradually, with spe-
cinl regard to particular subjects, bhut
hused upon cquable lines as a whole.
Far exumple, take the reveputes under
licenses and concessiona.  The " ewvi-
denecs of these privileges should be
i=sted serially, numbered and a record
kept . by the Bwate Controller. Upon
auldit, every license should be necounts
e for and the veceipts checked to
the license number. :

A sotling up of 8 svatem of aetual
acerual of all clisses of revenue be-
fore actual cash puvment would not
vhe decmed practical at this time, as
this would require much elahoration
“and duplication of work, However,
some system of veports should be de-
vised 1o afford a better chaek by phys-
wal auditing, Reports should be re-
quired from all porsonz
far eolleeting revenues at frequent in-
tervials wheiher  any were  received
ar not. Again, reports should be made

in duplicate for hoth the State Treas- |

urer and Controller.

The stete finance lmw charges the |

Cantroller with  the duty “to keep,
audit and state all saceounts in which
the state s interested and keep ac-

duty would require a ecomprehensive
exnniination of the revenug account:
al, their sourees. To
effactive a complete system ol physi-
cal audits sliould be inaupurated amd

practised with such frequency afi the |
civenm- |

force al command aud the
stances warrant.

Audit Reform Begun
_ Same monsls ago un investigation
into the practicabhlikg of some Rudit
control of the ‘stats revenues was be-
gun by my office, and while 2uch inno-

vation s atill in ita primitive stages,

substantinl results have been obtained.

lagencies of

conditions in state disburze-|

v ot it

offieinls, |

e the do- |

respeneible |

Reports toccived from
the state dindicuate that
these numevous loeal officials weleome
uny assistuance the State Controller’s
| office may offer them, not anly in the
checking up of revenues, but in the way
(0f counsel and advics as to  their
 proper Lhamdling and secounfing treat-
ment,

One magistrate reported that he had
recovered snd turned into the statr
troasury the sum of $390. collectey
some time ago and erroncously pald
vover tp the local municipality, Some
ides of the perplexities wkich exist on
aceount  of the complication of laws
may be had from a letter written by a
justice of the peate who hud collected
several- finag and requested advice as
vto their disposition.

(& the dozen odd cnses reported i

was lesrnad that the state was entitled
to only one. Numerous other similay
inetances have developed in the courss
of the investigation thus far. The Gor.-
troller’s depariment promises to kcoep
in close touch with these various aren-
ciog for the purpose, of not only check-
ing up revenuss, but prescribing proper
awecounting methods and adviging, whore
desired, as Lo their proper disposition,

Allies to Equip

Army of Murmans

~ And Feed People

Agree to Finance New Rus-
sian Republic and Pro-
vide Imports

| Tribune Wadshington Buyean

| WASHINGTON. Nov. 30.- The agree-
ment of the 1inited States and the Al-
lieg with the Murman Regional Coun-
eil, whose nuthority embraces the dis-
tri¢t of Alexandrovsk and the provinee
of Archangel, for operations aguins!
the Belsheviki and the fight for tha
regtoration of a united, democratic Rus-
sia was made public to-day.

The agreement i3 the basis on which
the futurs and larger intervention of
| the Eftente Pawers and Ameriea will
be ayranged, an Allied diplomat hero
stated to-day.

The associated powers, according to
| the provisions of the agreement, pledge
themselves to assist the Murman coun-
cil in the formution of & Ruseian army,
the supply of cquipment and necassary
muterial and the relmbilitation of the
council’s fingness.

The powera digelaim any aims of can-
| quests and will not Interfere in thy ln-
| ternnl affairs of the region or seek io
eneronch upon the politicel authority of
the council. Until the formation of a
| separate, lurge Mussian army Russian
volunteors will be permitted to join thae
Entente forces,

Pledged to Equip Army

The agreement  con.ains,
others, the following provisions:
“The representatives of Great Bril-
ain, the United States of North Amer-
ica and France will zive to the Rus-
| sian command necessany help in equip-
muents, supplies and transporis, and for
the instruetion of the Ruksian
! forees which are formed,
| "In all matters in which it may be
found necessary to have the support
of the local population the representa-
| tives of Great Britsin, the United
| States of North America anl France
) s -
tand thelr peents will address them-
1sulw.s to the respective Russian au-
thorities and not dirvectly to the popu-
lation excepting in the belt along the
fraut, in which the oflers of the mili-
tary eommand justitied by the condi-
tions of field service must be uncondi-
tienally obeyved by all.

Food Premised Populace

“In view of the impossibility of im-
porting the necesesary food from Rus-
sim, the representarives of Great Brit-
ain, the United States of North Amer-
iea and Frante promise, so far sz it
| may be possible, to send food to tha
| Murman Regional Cpuneil for the
| whole nopulation of the region. includ-
ing all immigrant workmen, with theiy
families, the rations L6 equal in food
value the rations which the privates
of the Allied arme dforces in Murman
Hre raveiving.
| “The distribution of feod ameng Lthe
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armed

from home.

comforts from this side.
bis own purchases.

B 7he Farmers’ Loan

The Farmers’ Loan

| LusDON

His Christmas Overseas

>  will be made more enjoyable by the receipt of money
The limited size of the cartons which are
permitted to be sent precludes forwarding the material
Send him the means to make

through its Pans office offers franc’ circular checks
" payable without charge throughout France, at all offices
of the Cemptoir National d'Escompte, Credit Lyonnais,
and Societe Generale. A prompt and reliable method of
providing the money for the purchases. |

Nos. 16, 18, 20 & 22 William Street
Branch Office: 475 Fifth Avenue, at 41st Street
New Yerk, N. Y. |
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and Trust Company

and Trust Company
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ias to be carvied oult by
trustwaorthy Russian troops.
“The representatives of Groaat Brit-

ain, the United States of Novih Amoer-

fur ax may bo possible, the importia-

‘n!n and Franpe promise to secure, so

[ tion of manufactured gooda and other

articles of the fivst necessity.

AThe representalives of Groat Brit-
ain, the United States of North Amer-
fea and Franee vecognize that their

i;:n\'erﬂmvms musl pive the necessary

linancial assiatance to the Murman Rae-

Laiinal CGounedl,

“The representtives of Groat Brit-

ien and France, in the gpame of their

governments, again-afrm the absence
of any purpone of conguest,”
szt iy

Holland Professor
To Visit Washington

THE HAGUE, Nov. 0. In arder ro
bring intp closer touch’ the scientifie
and intellectunl forees in Iollind and
the United, States, Leyden University,

L ing

T

ernmenty has commisgioned Profeseor
Yan Yolenhoven, one of {he world’s
aaling authorities in  internntional
law, to ‘acgompany. Minister Cremer

to Washington, where the professol |

will make a long stay.

Indubtrial ‘elreles hive long heen urg-
Holland to follpw  France's ox-
ample in sending out intellectoals of

the type of Bergson and Tardien to
tgit mnd lecturs in other coufitries,
and Professor Vollénhoven's aphoint-

Britain Is Studying
Control of Shipping
{American Interests Urged to
Consider Problem of Reg-
ulating Raw Materials

LONDON, Nov. 80, The aftér-war
husinesas problem reteiving the most
'mportant attention at present in Eng-

e B -~ —

e

terials and shipping, says a statemant
issued by the American Chamber of
Gommerea in London. It addst “Da.
tailed studies of sources and methods
of control dnd distribution are heing
made, but there dées not yet AEpear
to be any ngreement on the gereral
prineiples of control. On the sane
hand powserful interests are urging
Immediste eobperation betwesn Griat
Britain, Franed and the United Statix

be able to distribute raw materi

seeme best. On the ather handwl;;;‘:
aré pointing out that sueh ' action,
principla would be contrary to Presl-
dent Wilaon's poliey of 0 ‘aconmmic
combination within the Ldague of MNu-
tiona."

“Weorld srrengemen 4

Valng. meds. with Sh ol o Al e
eéven the assistance of the British £ov-
ernment in regard to oil and metals,
while uhippin%‘ plans ¢hange or de-
valolp daily. he Amgrican Chamhe,
of Commérce in Londen has wrged

be tharoughly |

thousanda of

jadmy, the Uniteidl States of North Amoer-

at the suggestion of the Dutch gov-! movement.

ment ig rogarded as the result of that
land 18 that of the contrel of raw ma-

for the formation of a worly
which will, at the lpwnprlut:u:'ilr:.:.

sider the entire subjest.”

commereial bodies in America to con-

I.ht‘.il'\

Thirty-fourth Street

8. Altman & On.

MADISC™ VENUE-FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK

Telephone 7000 Murray Hill

Thirty-fifth Street

Ul

Another Special Offering of Q |
qu@n’s Marvex Gloves

(glace kidskin) will take place to-morrow and Tuesday,
affording an additional opportunity for advantageous |
. pre-holiday buying of really desirable merchandise.

The prices quoted represent
remarkable values.

Short-length Marvex Gloves

in white, black, gray, mode,
white stitched with bla.k, ot
black stitched with white

$2.45 per pair

Marvex Gloves

(Mousquetaire, 16-button length)

im white or black
$4.25 per pair

Marvex (iloves

(Mousquetaire, 20-button length)

in white only

$5.00 per pair

Practical Gifts

Couch Pillows

Floor Pillows
Embroidered Screens
Fancy Work Bags
Japanese Plctures
Chinese Trays

Chinese Mats

Oriental Vases

Chinese Embroideries
Dictionary Stands (mahogany)
Umbreila Jars

Bathroom Towel Sets
Indian-style Blankets
Silk-covered Comfortables
Embroidered Bed Linems
Filet Lac: Bedspreads
Embroidered Table Linens
Embroidere 1 Tea Napkins
Lace Dresser Scarfs

~ilet Lace Collars

Chiffon Evening Scarfs
Boys’ Silk Scarfs

Men's Belt Sets
Children’s Umbrellas

Riding Crops

Men’s Walking Sticks
Snmapshot Albums

Cameras
Reading Glasses
Scrap Albums
Rinoculars

The Fur Department

is displaying a new and marvellous collection of

Choice Rugsﬁan Sables

consisting of rich, lustrous pelts expertly selected and
matched, from which garments of incomparable ele-
gance will be made to individual requirements at

$10,000.00 to $45,000.00

Also displayed in the Fur Salon are:

Russian Sables and Hudson Bay Sables, mounted for
immediate use.

Chinchilla Coatees of rare beauty. Exqmﬁgﬁﬁ@ Silver Fox-

es. Natural Blue Foxes. Natural Fishers.

The Fur Department is located on the Third Floor, in the
Madison Avenue section.

Black or white, all silk, pair §]

A Sale of Unique Interest

to commence to-morrow (Monday) in the Rug Depart-
ment, on the Fifth Floor, will offer

A Collection of

Hand-woven Navajo Indian Rugs

just received from Arizona and New Mexico

These Rugs were personally selected by B. Altman & Co.s
New York buyer in the Indian Reservations of the Far West.
Genuine products of the crude looms of the primitive “children of
the mesas,” they are woven of ro ughly carded wool, many of them
in the natural (undyed) tones of gray and brownmn, othersin warm,
sl:@l}@:rfuﬂ effects obtained by the use of vegetable dyes. They may
be used in various ways—as floor coverings, wall hangings or
e—and are especially adapted for use in
studio, den, billiard foomi, gun room, bungalow living room or
E?Eﬁ&‘.j]ﬂﬁed] porch—anywhere, in fact, where “atmosphere” is a
desideratum,

divan throws, for exampl

By way of introduction, the entire present assortment
has been divide

: . into d¥stinct groups, each group consisting of a
selected nmumber of Rugs, marked

rall
2l

individually at
e extraordinarily low prices of

$2.10, $8.25, $11.00,

$15.75 to $75.00

Several Thousand Pairs of
Men’s and Women’s Silk Hosiery

of excellent qualities, will be placed on sale to-morrow

at prices that will encourage generous buying for per-
sonal use as well as for holiday giving.

Women’s Silk Hosiery

Black or white, with Iisle ¢
and soles . per pair $1.25
(3 pairs for*$3.60)

=2
.33

(3 pairs for §4.50)

\

Black, with clocks embreiderac
in black or white; or white, with
clocks embroidered in white or
black; all silk,
per pair & e
(3 pairs for $4.50)

- B2
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Black or white, with openworlk
instep; all silk, per pair $3.50
(3 pairs for $10.00)

Men’s Silk Half-hose

Black, white, gray, navy, tan or

Cordovan brown; with lisle tops

and soles . . per pair 7Sc.
(3 pairs for $2.10)

Black only; with lisle soles,
per pair . . . . 5100
(3 pairs for $2.85)

wI1;s'sl|
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The Uphoistery Dep’t
(on the Fourth Floor)

is displaying & most interesting

assortment of useful and decora-

tive articles suitable for holiday
giving.

Among them are Screens for all
purposes and in all wanted sizes;
including Hand-painted Screens
of leather and Japanese [Hand-
embroidered Screens of satin.

Trousseau Chests in mahogany,
walnut and oak.

Imported and American-made
Tinsel Scarfs, for table or piano.

Also
Oblong Pillow Tops, of heavy-
quality tinsel (imported from
France) . 5 at $3.85
Otiomans, tapestry cov-
ered ST at $9.00

Footrests, .00 upward

el e



